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ADVICE 


T  O 


POSTERITY. 

TH  E  People  of  no  Country  can 
boafl  of  Privileges  fo  fidk  and 
beneficial,  as  We  oUbis  Nation. 
We  are  particulariy  happy  in 
-tliofe  which  refpedt  our  Lives,  Liberties^ 
and  Properties.     In  all  Cafes  concerning 
thcfc,  we  are  to   be   heard   by  Judges, 
svh(j  hold  their  high  and  facred  Offices, 
not  by  the  precarious  Will  of  the  Prince, 
l)ut  during  good  Behaviour,   (a   Con.dition 
%  almoll  equal  to  a  Tenure  for  Life)  and 
i  we  arc   to  be  determined  by  a  Jury  of 
^  "[wclvc  Men,  our   Equals  j   and  fuch  is 
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the  glorious  Circumftance  of  our  Free- 
dom, that  even  the  King  himfelf  is  not 
above  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  nor  has 
HE  the  Power  to  violate  the  Property  of 
the  meafie/l  SuhjeS: 'y  but  his  Caufe  muft 
be  brought  into  our  Courts  of  Law,  be 
heard  before  our  Judges,  and  be  deter- 
mined by  a  Jury. 

Thefe  Privileges  are  invaluable,  as 
they  are  the  higheft  a  Nation  can  enjoy, 
and  without  which,  no  Nation  can  be 
truly  free. 

Our  great  and  virtuous  Forefathers 
efteemed  them  fo  much,  that  they 
thought  no  Price  too  dear,  nor  Rifque 
too  great,  fo  they  might  enjoy  and  tranf- 
mit  them  to  Pofterity.  Let  us  therefore 
remember  that  they  came  floating  down 
fo  us  upon  their  Blood  j  and  then,  furely, 
we  cannot  but  think  it  our  Duty,  to  be 
watchful  of  fuch  vaft  Privileges  ;  and, 
upon  the  leaft  Appearance  of  Danger, 
endeavour  by  every  conjiitutional  Me- 
thod, to  tranfmit  them  intire  to  our  Po- 
fterity. 

Happy, 
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Happy,  thrice   happy  are  wc  indeed, 
who  live  in  a  Golden  Age,  when  Virtue 
and   publick  Spirit  ride  triumphant,  and 
reign    without    Mo]eJlatio?i\    when   the 
Seats  of  Justice   are  filled   with  great 
aiid  able  Lawyers,  whofe  Hands  are  cleariy 
aiul  whofe  Condua:  is  beyond  the  Reach 
of  Calumny;    and  when  no  unfair  Me- 
thods arc  ufcd  by  Men  in  Power,  to  pack 
Juries,  or  tamper  with  them.     But  former 
Times  having  feen  on  the  Seats  of  Ju- 
flice,  xVIcn  of  a  quite  different  Caft,  Time- 
fervers,     Sycophajits,     Creatures    of    the 
Croum,    ambitious,   crcetous,    -oenal,  crueU 
ahanckr.cd,    projUlute^     and    having    alio 
feen  various  Practices,    unfair  and  uncon^ 
jlitutionaU    upon   Juriks,    in  Matters  of 
' Life,  Liberty,  x^^  Property,  between  the 
Crown,    and   the   Subjfxt;    it   is  not 
tmpoijible  that  future  Times  may  again  fee 
{uch  JuDc;rs,    and  Juch  Practices   upon 
"juKii:s.     It  may  not  therefore  be  amifs, 
for  the  Benefit  of  Vojlerity,    to  point  out 
fomc   of  the    Symptoms   of  Danger  to 
thdc  in^^aluable  Privileges,   which  ought 

to 
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to  alarm  every  Native  of  this  Illand,  up- 
on their  firfl:  Appearance  ;  and  to  recom- 
mend fome  legal  and  conftituthnal  Reme- 
dies,  if  they  ever  lliould  appear. 

Thtjir/i  Symptom  that  ought  to  alarm 
the  People  is ;  if  ever  they  fliall  fee  raifed 
to  the  Office  of  a  Judge ^  a  Man,  who  to 
ferve  a  Cotift  Turn,  in  a  Matter  which 
concerns  the  moft  effential  Rights  of  the 
Sabjed;,  fhall  knowingly^  and  wilfully y 
immorally^  and  impudently  broach  an  ab- 
folutc  Falsehood,  in  the  mofl  publick 
Manner  ;  affcrting  that  to  be  Law,  which 
he  could  not  but  knoiv  was  not  Law,  and 
in  which  he  may  openly  and  clearly  be 
deteded. 

You  may  be  abfolutely  certain,  that 
fuch  a  one  will  not  be  more  fcrupulous, 
or  confcientious  in  one  Capacity,  than  in 
another.  The  Judge  will  be  as  much  a 
jSAz^y'  to  his  Ambition^  Avarice^  and  Ve- 
nality^ as  the  Senator;  and  the  Lives^ 
Liberties,  and  Frrpcriies  of  the  People,  as 
often  as  thev  ihall  be  I'ti crated  with  the 

Crown  J 
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Crown,  will  be  fiicrificed  to  his  Pafilons, 
as  long  as  the  Crown  has  either  a  higher 
Preferment  to  beftow,  or  Money  to  feed 
the  Cravings  of  his  Coffers.  A  False- 
hood can  only  proceed  from  a  bad  Heart, 
and  from  a  bad  Heart  nothing  that  is 
Good  can  proceed.  Froin  the  Abundance 
of  the  Heart  the  Mouth  fpeaketh,  we  learn 
from  the  highcft  Authority. 

But  the  People,  in  this  Cafe,  are  not 
without  a  Remedy^  they  may,  and  doubt- 
lefs,  would,  upon  the  firft  Rumour  of 
the  Advancement  of  fuch  a  one,  in  hiunble 
and  dutiful  Addreffes  to  the  Throne,  from 
all  Parts  of  the  Nation,  rcprcfent  the 
dreadful  Confequenccs  that  muft  inevi- 
tably attend  Life^  Liberty,  and  Property^ 
from  placing  in  tlic  Scat  of  Jullice,  a 
Man,  who  ffiould  have  no  Regard  to 
Truth  ;  aiid  implore  the  tlicn  King  to 
fill  that  l^Iacc  of  judicial  Truir,  with  Ibme 
Pcrlbn,  dilhnguiihcd  hv  an  ntfullied  Cha- 
ra(^ter,  and  a  firm  Jnteo-rifw  Nor  is  it 
pofliblc,  I  tliink,  tJKit  fiirh  humble  and 
dutij'id  A(l','rr{]es  could  jirove  uniiicccfs- 

fuli 
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fill  j  iincc  thus,  by  removing  the  Wicked 
from  before  the  King,  his  Throne  will  be 
£flablijhed  in  Righteoufnefs. 

Another  Symptom  dangerous  to  thefe 
Privileges  J  would  be  to  fee  a  Judge,  in 
a  Caufe  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Subject,  ufing  the  Influence  of  his  high 
Station,  to  miflead  the  Judgments  of 
the  JoRY,  by  partial  and  finifter  Infinua^ 
tionSy  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Subjects  jujl 
Rights.  Of  the  ma7iy  Cafes  of  this  Sort, 
which  may  happen  in  Time,  and  which, 
at  prefent,  occur  to  my  Mind,  I  will, 
iiow,  only  mention  0?ie.  Suppofe  a  Dif- 
|)ute  to  arife  between  the  Crown  and 
.the  Subject,  about  a  Right  to  a  Piece 
of  Land,  or  any  other  Property.  Sup- 
pofe the  Subjed:  Plaintiff,  and  the  Crown, 
or  Agent  for  the  Crown,  Defendant. 
The  Plaintiff  produces,  in  Support  of 
his  Claim,  we  will  fay,  Ten  WitnelTes, 
chiefly  Farmers  and  Tradesmen  ;  but 
all  of  them  Perfons  of  fair  and  indifput- 
ahle  Reputations.  They,  upon  Oath^ 
fpeak  to  the  feveral  Points  to  which  they 


[9] 

are  called,  and,  by  a  Courfe  of  Evidence, 
mtiform  and  confiflent^  each  Man  witiv' 
himfelf^  and  all  with  one  another,  prove 
the  Plaintiff's  Right.  The  Crown,  or  any 
Perlbn  for  the  Crown,  Defendant ;  pro- 
duces, we  will  fay,  Fifteen  Witneffes,', 
who  are,  or  at  leaft  appear  to  be.  Gen- 
tlemen of  fi^WU  and  fortune ;  but,  per- 
haps, many  of  them,  Dependents  upon 
the  Court,  or  ObjeAs  of  its  paj},  or  Ex- 
pedants  of  its  future  Favours.  Thefc 
likewife  fpeak  upon  Oath,  to  the  fevcral 
Points  to  which  they  are  called ;  and,  by 
a  Courfe  of  Evidence,  inconJiJle?it  and  ro«- 
tradiSfory  j  fome  contradiding  them- 
felves,  and  many  of  them  contradiding 
each  other,  endtavour  to  eftablifli  the 
Defendant's  Right, 

Upon  the  Cafe  thus  ftated,  who  would 
not  expedl,  that  the  Judge,  in  fumming 
up  the  'Evidence,  would  obfcrve  to  the 
Jury,  that  tho'  the  Plaintiff  produced 
but  Ten  Witneffes,  and  the  Defendant 
Fifteen  ;  yet  thofe  for  the  Plaintiff  were 
fubflantial  and  creditable  Farmers  and 

Trades- 
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Tradesmen,  oi  fair  and  unimpeached 
Charaders?  That  each  Witnefs,  through- 
out his  whole  Evidence,  had  been  uni- 
form and  confifient  with  himfelf ;  and  that 
ALL  the  Plaintiff's  Witneffes  had  been  con- 
fijlent  with  one  another?  That  of  the 
Witneffes  for  the  Defendant,  many  in- 
deed, were,  or  feemed  to  be  Gentlemen 
of  dpigurc  and  jpo^auic ;  yet  he  muft  with 
Concern  obferve,  that  their  Evidence  was. 
inconjijlent  and  coutradidlory^  mofl  of  them 
contradidiing  tJjemfehes^  and  feveral  con- 
tradid:ing  c«(?  another?  That  he  left  it  to 
the  Jury  to  confider  the  Evidence  on 
both  Sides,  and  to  find  a  Verdid:  for  the 
Plaintiff  or  Defendant,  according  to  the 
Credit  they  gave  to  the  Witneffes,  either, 
on  the  one  Side,  or  the  other  ?  I  fav,  upon 
the  above-ftated  Cafe,  who  would  not 
exped:  from  the  Bench,  fuch  fair  and  ju- 
dicial Obfervations  to  the  Jury,  and  con- 
fequently  a  Verdid  for  the  'Plaintiff? 

But  what  a  dreadful  Symptom  to  thefe 
our  boafted  Privileges  would  it  be  ?  how 
threatening  to  the  Lives,  Liberties^   and 

Proper- 
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Properties  of  the  Subjeds  ?  If  on  the  con^ 
trary  a  Judge  fhould  direa:  a  Jury  to  take 
Notice,    that  the  Number  of  WitnefTes 
for  the  Plaintiff  were  but  Ten,  but  that 
the  WitnefTes    for  the   Defendant  were 
Fifteen,  that  the  WitnefTes  for  the  Plain- 
tiff were  only  Farmers  and  Trades- 
people j  but  that  many  of  theWitnefTes  for  . 
the  Defendant  were  Gentlemen  of  figure 
and  fortune  ?    Good  God  1  what  an  In- 
finuation  would  this  be  ?   What  are  the 
Inferences  to  be  drawn  from  fuch  Obfer- 
vations?    Do  they  not  imply,  that  Two  of 
the  largcfl,  and  mofl  ufeful  Bodies  of  Men 
in  the  Kingdom  are  deflltutc  of  all  Reli- 
gion, Morality,  Honef^y,  and  Truth,  and 
ready  for  Pcqury,  and  confcquently  for 
all  Kinds  of  Villanies  ?  And  that  the  only 
Men  capable  of  thofe  Virtues,  and   who 
pofTefsthcm,    are  Gentlemen  of  f-igurc 
and    fortune?    What   would   this   flnke 
nt?  Our  All.     The  opprcflcd  Subjedl,  in 
all  Matters  concerning  his  Life,  Liberty, 
and  Property,    would    hereby  i)e  irreme- 
diably caft  into  the  Hands  and  lie  Tcholly 
at  the  Mercy  oUvlcn  in  Vo^vccr,  by  being 
li  deprived 
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deprived  of  the  Benefit  of  legaly  homj}^ 
and  credible  Evidence,  For  whenever  a 
Jury  iliall  be  taught,  and  fliall  adopt  the 
Maxim,  That  ?io  Witnefs  is  to  be  credit- 
t;d,  however  confident  his  Evidence, 
however  lair  his  Character,  under  the 
Degree  of  a  Geiitlcman  of  jpijurc  and 
f  0^  tuiif  J  efpecially  if  Gentlemen  of  figure. 
and  f  o.ztUUf ,  however  jhort  and  inconfift- 
oit  in  their  Evidence,  Ihall  be  examined 
againfl  him,  the  Security  to  every  Man, 
in  refped  to  his  L/'/t',  Liberty,  and  Fro- 
Perty,  will  be  in  the  utmoft  Peril ;  I  may 
venture  to  fay,   entirely  taken  away. 

Is  It  not  poiTible  that  Gentlemen  of  fi- 
gure and  jpo^riinc  niay  be  wieked  and 
profligate  ?  nay  !  May  they  not  often  be 
tlie  Enginis  and  Im^'iements  of  Mc7i  in 
Forcer,  and  owe  their  i-!giirfg  and  j-o^i- 
times  to  /eri'ile  -And  Jea/hialous  CojnplianceSy 
which  honcfi;  Men  of  a  lower  Clafs  would 
be  aihamcd  and  incapable  of?  And  furely, 
fucb  Gentlemen  of  j-.^iirr  and  f  o^tlUlC 
are  at  Icaft  as  capa'ole  of  Pei-jury  as  a 
Farmer  oi-  Tradesman. 

Were 
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Were  the  Lives  and  Manners  of  GcVi'Jc- 
men  of  f  itjurc  and  f o^tiuif,  of  Farm- 
ers and  Tradesmen,  to  be  ftridly  fcru- 
tinizcd,  and  compared  together,  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  far  the  greatcfl  Portion  of 
RcligicHy  Honef.y,  Sincerity^  and  TriUby 
would  he  difcovered  among  the  latter .  If 
we  fcarch  our  Churches,  who  Ihall  we  fir.d 
moft  frequent,  vigilant,  and  moll  attent- 
ive in  the  Worihip  of  Almighty  God, 
and  all  the  Religious  Duties  ?  I  believe, 
the  Farmers  and  Tradesmen;  thefe 
Goitkmcn  of  fignrc  and  fonuiir,  I  fear, 
feldom  or  never  entering  a  Church,  ex- 
cept it  be  to  receive  the  Holy  Eucharili, 
to  qualify  themfelves  to  hold  n.  liarathc 
Employment.  That  a  Man  is  a  fub- 
ftantial  Farmer  or  TRAivhSMAx,  and 
of  an  unimpeached  Charader,  is  an  un- 
deniable Proof  of  his  Honcily  ;  fmce  the 
Livelihood  of  either  depentls  upon  the 
Credit  of  his  Integrity  :  h'or  who  wouUI 
let  his  Eltate  to  a  I'^armkr,  or  deal  witli 
a  Tradesman,  thut  is  a  Knave  r  What 
Uf.ilou  then,  1  w^.nder,  would  be  ai- 
B   Z  liL;riC.d, 
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figncd,  why  an  honeji  worthy  Englidi 
Farmer,  or  Tradesman,  fliould  not 
be  as  credible  and  ^ood  a  Witnefs^  as  a 
Gentktnan  of  fm\XZ  and  fortune  ? 

But,  according  to  the  above  Doftrinc 
of  Number  and  Condition,  Fifteen 
Sharpers,  who,  by  Gaming  and  Cheating^ 
{hall  become  Gentlemen  of  ji^i0urc  and 
^^OzttUiC,  may  overturn  and  invaUdate  the 
uniform  and  confident  Evidence  of  Ten, 
as  hone/}  and  ivorthy  Men  as  any  in  the 
Kingdom ;  and  for  no  better  Reafons  than, 
becaufe  the  yor;;;^r  were  Fifteen,  and 
Gentlemen  of  jrl0Urc  and  f  onunr,  and 
the  latter  were  but  Ten,  and  they,  only 
Farmers  and  Tradesmen.  I  believe, 
whenever  this  Docirine  fhall  be  heard 
from  the  Bench,  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  long  Robe  will  not  think  themfelves 
at  all  obliged  to  a  Judge,  for  a  Maxim 
which  tends  fo  much  to  reduce  the  Bu- 
finefs  o^  JVeftminfier'Hall^  and  the  Charges 
of  the  Law.  For,  who  would  fee  a 
Council,  or  employ  an  Attorney,  when 
nothing  more  needs  be  done  in  a  Caufe, 

than 
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than  for  the  Judge  to  afk  the  following 
Qucftions,  and  to  decide  without  a  Jury? 
For  Juriesy  who  are  to  determhie  upon  Evi- 
dence fairly  heard,  and  fxatnined,  would j 
then,  in  a  manner,  become  ufelefs. 

JUDGE. 

How  many  WitnefTes  have  you,  Flain^ 

tiff^i 

PLAINTIFF, 

Ten,  my  Lord ! 

JUDGE. 

Are  they  Gentle  men  of  fiflUte  and 
f^oztunCj  or  Farmers  and  Tradesmen 
only  ? 

PLAINTIFF. 

They  arc  all  Farmers  and  Trades- 
men. 

JUDGE. 

Have  you  no  Gentlemen  of  5pi0Urc 
and  fortune  among  them  ? 

P  L  A  I N-^ 
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PLAINTIFF. 

No,  my  Lord !  but  they  are  all  very 
boneji  People,  and  would  mt  forfwear 
themfelves  for  the  World. 

JUDGE. 

•  How  many  WitnefTcs  have  you,  Defend- 
cnt? 

DEFENDANT. 

My  Lord !   I  have  Fifteen. 

JUDGE. 

Are  they  Gentlemen  of  figure  and 
fortune? 

DEFENDANT. 

My  Lord !  many  of  them  are  Gen- 
tleman of  5ri0urc  and  fortune. 

JUDGE. 

Produce  them. Very  well. 


The 
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The  DECISION. 
JUDGE. 

I  have  tried  the  Caufe  between  A.  B. 
Plaintiff,  and  CD.  Defendant^  and^.B. 
having  produced,  as  Witnefles,  Ten 
Perfons,  who  are  only  Farmers  and 
Trades-people  j  and  C.  D.  having  pro- 
duced Fifteen,  as  Witneffcs,  many  of 
them  being  Gentlemen  of  figure  and 
ipoiiun:,  I  decree  in  Favour  of  C  Z).  the 
Defendant. 

But  you  may  fay,  Suppofe  both  Par- 
ties Hiould  haveWitneffes,  who  are  Gen- 
tlemen of  figure  and  fortune,  Will 
there  not  then  be  a  NecefTity  for  a  Jury  ? 
I  fay,  Ncy  j»ccording  to  the  DoBrine  of 
Number  and  Condition  ;  unlefs,  when 
the  Numbers  of  Gentlemen  of  dfiffurc 
and  irO^tuni,  are  equal  on  both  Sides. 
For,  when  one  of  the  Parties  fhall  have 
a  Majority  of  G  E  N  T  l  E  M  E  N  of  jfiff urc  and 
j-Oitunc,  the  Judge  may  proceed  thus. 

JUDGE. 
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JUDGE. 

How  many  Witnefles  have  you,  Plain-- 
tifff 

PLAINTIFF. 

I  have  Ten,  my  Lord ! 

JUDGE. 

Are  they  Oentlemen  of  5?iffurc  and 
fpo^tunc?  c.  are  they  only  Farmers  and 
Tradesmen  ? 

PLAINTIFF. 

My  Lord,   fome  of  one  Sort,  fomc  of 
the  other.  ^ 

JUDGE. 

How  many  Gentlemen  of  fiffurc 
and  i^o^tunc  have  you  ? 

PLAINTIFF. 

My  Lord,  Eight  of  them  are  Gen- 
tlemen of  FIGURE  and  FORTUNE. 

JUDGE, 
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JUDGE. 

Who  are  they?    Produce  them. 


Well,  Defendant',    How  many  Witnefles 
have  you  ? 

DEFENDANT. 

Fifteen,  my  Lord ! 

JUDGE. 

How   many   Gentlemen  of  fx^lXCZ 
and  i^Ogtunc  are  among  them  ? 

DEFENDANT. 

There  are  Nine,   my  Lord  ! 

JUDGE. 

Produce  them. 

The  DECISION. 

JUDGE. 

1  have  tried  the  Caufc   between   A.  B. 

rLuntijj\    and  C.  D.    Defendant.     A.  B. 

C  the 
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the  Plaintiff'  produced  Ten  Perfons  as 
Witnefe  ;  Eight  o«/y  of  whom,  being 
Gentllmkn  of  jriflucc  and  fogtunr, 
were  credible  Witnefles ,  the  reft  being  no 
better  than  Farmers  and  Trades- 
people, hvii  CD.  the  DeJenJant J  pro- 
duced, as  Witnelles,  Fifteen  Perfons ; 
of  whom  Nine,  being  Gentlemen  of 
j-igurc  and  f  O^tUltr,  were  credible  Wit- 
fiejjesy  the  reft  being  o?iIy  Farmers  and 
Trades- people.  Now,  A.  B.  having 
210  more  than.  Eight  credible  Witneffes^ 
and  C.£).  haviNiNE  credible  JVittieJfeSy 
And  Nine  being  jjjore  than  Eight,  it 
plainly  appears  that  C.  D.  the  Defendant 
has  a  Ma  J  o  R I  t  Y  of  credible  WitneJJ'es  ^ 
therefore  I  decide  in  Favour  of  the  De- 
fend a  ut^  C.  D.' 

You  may  afl<:,  Whether  Council,  At- 
tornies,  and  Juries,  may  not  be  necefary 
\\\  a  Caufe,  where  there  are  no  other  Wit- 
nelfes,  on  either  Side,  but  Farmers  and 
Tk a DEs- people  ?  I  fay.  No:  becaufe  I 
don't  Ice  how  a  Caufe  can  be  at  all  deter- 
mined  without  Evidcjice.     Now  that 

can 
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can  never  be  admitted  as  good  Evidence, 
which  does  not  come  from  the  Mouth  of 
a  credible  Witnefs  j  which,  according  to 
the  Z)^(f7r//7(' of  Condition,  a  Farmer 
or  Tradksman,  cannot  be.  For,  the 
Credibility  of  a  Witnefs  coniiiling  in  Ho- 
nejly,  Sincerity^  and  Truth  3  and  thefe  be- 
ing the  Properties,  only,  of  Gentle- 
men of  figure  and  fortune;  it  being 
ifnpfjjfible  that  a  Farmer  or  Tradesman 
fliould  polTefs  thefe  ^alities ;  for  if  they 
are  capable  of  them,  the  BoBrine  of  C  o  N- 
D I T  J  o  N  mull  fall  to  the  Ground.  Farm- 
ers and  Tradesmen  are  not  credible 
WitJieffes ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no 
fufficient  Evidence  given,  for  a  '^ury  to 
determine  upon,  where  there  are  no  Gen- 
tlemen of  f  Iff  art  and  fortune  to  give 
Evidence.  And  as  it  would  be  both  ufe- 
lefs  and  ridiculous,  to  examine  infufficicnt 
Witneffes,  there  can  be  no  Neceflity  of 
impanelling  a  Jury,  of  feeing  Council,  or 
of  employing  Attornies  mfuch  a  Caufc, 

Thus  we  may  fee  how  the  DoBrine  of 

Number  and  Condition,  were  it  to  be 

C  2  cftablidied, 
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cftabli{hed,  would  deprive  the  Majority 
of  the  honefl  and  worthy  People  of 
England,  of  their  undoubted  Right  of 
giving  their  Tellimony,  and  of  receiving 
the  Benefit  of  it,  in  all  Caufes,  either  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  the  Subjed:,  or  be- 
tween Subjed;  and  Subjed:.  How  it 
would  affed;  the  large  Body  of  Pradition- 
crs  in  the  Law,  and  how  it  would  end  in 
the  total  Subverfwn  of  the  heji  Securities 
we  have  for  our  LiveSj  Liberties,  and 
Properties. 

But,  indeed,  it  is  not  likely  that  Juries^ 
or  any  of  the  Forms  of  Law,  will  ever  be 
totally  laid  afide  ;  becaufe  Men  in  Pow^r, 
m  evil  Times,  will  think  them  expedient, 
as  they  may  ferve  to  glofs  over  their  very 
hard  and  unjujl  Proceedings  againft  the 
Subjed.  For  they,  who  lliall  be  only 
remotely,  and  in  the  Confequence,  concerned 
in  the  Deterrnination  of  a  great  Caufe  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  a  SubjeB  j  being  ab- 
fent  at  the  Trial,  and  unacquainted  with 
the  particular  Circumflances  of  Hardfhip 
fufFered  by  the  Subjed  j   hearing  that  the 

Caufe 
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Caufe  has  been  determined  under  the 
old^  legale  and  co?ijiitutional  Forms,  will  be 
apt  to  fit  down  contented,  miftaking  the 
Shadow  for  the  Subftance,  and  in  no  wile 
alarmed  at  his  own  Danger,  and  quite 
thoughdefs,  that  the  Oppreffions  of  his 
near  Neighbour,  and  Fellow-fubjed:,  may 
become  his  own  Cafe,  or  the  Cafe  of  the 
Nation. 

We  will,  therefore,  confider  further, 
what  will  be  the  Conseq^jences,  if  this 
fatal  Do£lrine  of  Number  and  Condi- 
tion (by  which  'Juries  are  to  give  Cre- 
dit to  none  but  Gentlemen  of  5ri0Urc 
and  r Outline)  fhould  ever  prevail,  and  be 
eflablilhed.  No  Man  then  will  be  able  to 
IP  call  any  Thing  his  own.  No  !  he  will 
eveiy  Day  be  liable  to  be  legalh;  divelled 
of  his  juft  Right,  and  to  forfeit  his  Life 
upon  the  Oaths  of  Gentlemen  of  d'^i- 
0UCC  and  f  OZtimr,  who  frcquendy  are  no 
better  than  the  mercenary-  Minions, 
and  Slaves  of  Power  and  C 1  Fa- 
vourites. Then  Wealth  and  Vopularity, 
the  almofl  infcpr.rable   Attendants    upon 

cniinciit 
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eminent  Virtue,  will  become  capita!  Critnes\ 
and  the  Pofcjjhrs  of  them  momently  walk 
in  Jeopardy,    expofed  to  the  Perjuries  of 

fuch    c rtly  Gentlemen  of  5ri0Urc 

and  fortune.  In  fhort,  all  the  Great 
and  Good  Men  of  the  Land,  will  fall  Vic- 
tims to  the  Avarice^  Malice^  and  Revenge 
of  the  Great  and  Wicked.  NoMan, 
however  innocent,  will  be  fecure  againfl 
falfe  Accufatiom,  and  malicious  Pro/ecu- 
tions  of  Men  in  Power,  He  who  fliall  dare 
oppofe  ( though  by  the  mofl:  legal  and 
conjiitutional  Methods)  Attempts  on  the 
Liberties  of  his  Countr\\    or    the    Male 

Pradices  of  M of  S ,  will  be 

dragged  before  the  tribunal  oi partial  and 

cr/y^J  unjuji  Judges  (tt^the^R and  M . 

Vengeance)  charged  with  Crimes  he  ne- 
ver committed,  convided  upon  the  falfe 
Evidence  of  the  mod  infamous  Tools, 
and  condemned  without  Mercy,  to  Death 
and  Confifcation.  What  then  will  avail 
the  Bill  of  Rights  which  wc  obtained 
by  the  late  Revolution  ?  What  will  avail 
our  Magna  Chart  a  and  all  the  Pri- 
vileges which  our  brave  and  generous 

Fore^ 
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Forefathers  have  handed  down  to  us  upon 
the  Points  of  their  Swords  ?  The  Bulwark 
railed  by  them  for  the  Safety  of  our 
Lives,  Liberties,  and  Properties,  would 
foon,  by  this  one  Engine,  be  undermined 
and  demolifhed,  and  the  Strudurc  of  ab- 
Jolute  Monarchy,  the  difpenfmg  Poiver  of 
King  James  the  II.  Inuendds,  &c.  6cc. 
will  fuddenly  arife  out  of  their  Ruins. 

Further,  let  it  be  obferved,    that  who- 
ever is  deprived  of  his  juft  Right,    is  as 
adualiy,    and  effedtually  injured  by  one 
Way,    as  by  another.     It  matters  not, 
whether  he  lofes  his  Life,    Liberty,    or 
Property,    by  the  arbitrary  Will  of  the 
Magijlrate,    or  by  the  unjair  and  u?ico/i' 
fiitutional  Infmuations  and  Diredtions  of  a 
fudge  to  a  'Jury  j    by  influenced  and  falf 
E-jidence ,    or,  by  a  packd  and  corrupted 
'jury,  upon  a  Trial ;    which,    under /^Jj 
Circumflanccs,    would  be  a  partial  and 
unfair  one.     The  Laws  and  Provifions 
made  and  intended  ibr  his  Prefcrvation, 
being  by  iuch  finiflcr  Mcaub,  pcr-certed  to 

his  Dejlrutlion, 

That 
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That  fuch  PraBices,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  Juftice,  may  be,  is  certain,  becaufe 
they  ftand  upon  Record  of  former  Ages : 
and  ih2it.  fuch  PraBices  are  highly  criminaly 
and  odious  in  the  Sight  of  Gody  as  well  as 
Man,  none  will  dare  prefume  to  deny  3 
God  having,  in  the  Cafes  of  Uriah  and 
N  A  BOTH,  publickly  avowed  his  Abhor- 
rence of  per'verti?ig  the  Laws  and  Con- 
stitutions of  a  Land,  made  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  SiibjeSly  to  his  Dejlnic- 
tion  or  Prejudice, 

The  Kings  of  Israel  and  Judah  were 
limited  Monarchs.  They  had  no  abfoh^te 
Power  over  the  Lives  or  Properties  of 
their  Subjedls.  D av  i  d  lufted  for  B ath- 
sheba,  ivithoiit  Right  or  Power  to  take 
her  from  her  Plufband  Uriah.  David 
had  debauched  her,  and  to  fave  her  from 
the  Punifhraent  due  to  her  Crime,  he  re- 
folved  on  the  Death  of  Uriah,  that  he 
might  take  her  to  Wife,  which  was  the 
mly  Way  he  had  to  fcreen  Bathsheba. 
But  Dav i  D,  tho'  a  King,   was  refponfible 

for 
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for  the  Life  of  a  Man  j  and  had  he  killed 
Ur  I  AH  with  his  own,  or  by  the  Hand  of 
an  AfTaffin,    he  had  run  the  Rifque  of  a 
Rebellion,  and  might  have  been  depofed ; 
but  being  inverted  by   the  Laws  of  his 
Kingdom  (for  the  Gcod  of  his  SubjeBs) 
with  the  full  Powers  of  a  General,   he 
employed  thofe  Powers  in  the  Deftrudion 
of  Uriah  j  and,  by  Orders  fent  to  Joab, 
the  diflionoured  Hufband  was  fet  in  the 
Fore-front  of  the  hotteft  Batde,  (Joab 
being  direded  to  retire  from  him)  that 
he  might  be  fmitten  and  die.     Who  can 
fay  that  Uriah  was  not  both  legally  and 
unjufily  put  to  Death  ?  or  that  David  did 
not  legally  and  imjujily  take  Poffejion  of  his 
Wife,   who  was  his  Property  ?    See  the 
Second    Book   of    Samuel,     and    Ele^oentb 
Chapter,    Did  the  legal  Method,  by  which 
the  unfortunate  Man  fell,   in  the  leafl:  ex- 
tenuate the  Crime,  either  of  Adultery  or 
Murder  committed  by  Da'-jid?  How  de- 
tcftablc  Davids  Crimes  were  in  the  Sight 
c»f  the  Almighty  and  Impartial  Judge  of 
Heaven     and     Lartli,    we     learn    in    the 
Twelfth  Chapter  of  the  finnc  Book.     A'"^- 
D  tha?i 
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tbajj^  by  the  exprefs  Command  of  God, 
pronounced  a  moil  terrible  and  juil:  Sen- 
tence upon  him  :  viz.  "  Thus  faith  the 
*'  Lord  God  of  Ifrael^  I  anointed  thee 
*'  King  over  IfraeU  and  deHvered  thee  out 
"  of  the  Hand  of  ^aiil^  and  I  gave  thee 
•'  thy  Mailer's  Houfe,  and  thy  Mailer's 
"  Wives  into  thy  Bofom  ;  and  gave  thee 
*'  the  Houfe  oi  Ifrael^  and  o^Judah-y  and 
*'  if  that  had  been  too  Httle,  I  would 
"  moreover  have  given  to  thee  fuch  and 
"  fuch  Things.  Wherefore  haft  thou  de- 
*'  fpifed  the  Commandment  of  the  Lord, 
*'  to  do  Evil  in  his  Sight  ?  Thou  haft 
"  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite  with  the  Sword, 
*'  and  haft  taken  his  Wife  (Note^  that  is 
"  Uriah's  P?'operty\  and  take?:  her  too  by  a 
*'  legal  Method)  to  be  thy  Wife,  and  haft 
*'  (lain  him  with  the  Edge  of  the  Sword 
"  of  the  Children  of  Ammon.  Now 
"  therefore,  the  Sword  fliall  never  depart 
"  from  thine  Houfe  ;  bccaufe  thou  haft 
*'  deipifed  me,  and  haft  taken  the  Wife 
"  of  Uriah  the  Hittite  (that  is  his  Pro- 
"  pcrty)  to  be  thy  Wife.  Thus  faith  the 
"  Lord  ;   I  will  railc  up  Evil  againft  thee 

"  out 
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«  out  of  thine  own  Houfe  j    and  I  will 
"  take  thy  Wives  before  thine  Eyes,    and 
«'  give  them  to  thy  Neighbour,    and  he^ 
''  {hall  lie  with  thy  Wives  in  the  Sight  of 
«'  the  Sun.     For  thou  didft  it  fecretly ;  but 
"  I  will  do  this  Thing  before  all  Ifrae/, 
<^  and  before  the  Sun."     Verfe  the  7th, 
8th,  9th,   loth,   nth,  and  12th.     JhrJ? 
coveted  the  Vineyard  of  Nakfh ;    it  lay 
near  his  Houfe,    and  was  veiy  commodious 
for   him.     The   limited  Porcer    of  King 
Jhab  could  not  take  from  Nd^oth  his  Pro- 
ferfy,    fecured  to  him  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Land;    he  therefore  offered  him  a  better 
in  Exchange,    or  to  give  him  Money  for 
it.     But  Naboth  having  a  particular  At- 
tachment to  the  Inheritance  of  his  Fathers 
(an  Example  well  worthy  the  Imitation  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  every  Nation) 
rcfufed  to  part  with  his  Vineyard.     Yet 
Ahab  did  not  attempt  to  take  it  by  Force. 
No,  but  "  he  came  into  his  lloufe  heavy 
-  and  difpleafed,  and  laid  him  down  upon 
«*  his  Bed,    turned  away  his  Face,    and 

*'  would    eat    no    Bread." Jezebel,    a 

Lady,  to  whom  HisMujefty  had  tlie  Mif- 
p  2  fortune 
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fortune  to  be  a  little,  too  nearly  allied,  up- 
on Enquiry,  difcovering  the  Caufe  of  the 
King's  Sadnefs,    faid  unto  him,    *'  Doll 
"  thou  now  govern  the  Kingdom  of  If-     \ 
rael?  "     As  if  fhe  had  faid,  Dofl  thou,  in 
whom  the  executive  Power  of  the  Laws 
and  Conflitution  of  Ifrael  is  entrulled,  fink 
into  Melancholy  upon  NabotVs  Refufal; 
when,    under  Colour  of  thofe  Laws^    thou 
mayefl  pofTefs  thyfelf  of  his  Vineyard  ? 
Accordingly  fhe  promifed,  that  flie  would 
give  him  the  Vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jex- 
reelite.     In    Purfuance    of  her    Promife, 
"  She  wrote  Letters  in  Ahab\  Name,  and 
"  iealed  them  with  his  Seal ;  and  fent  the 
"  Letters  unto  the  Elders  and  Nobles  that 
"  were  in  the  City  dwelling  with  Naboth  r, 
*'  and  flie  wrote  in  the  Letters,    faying, 
*'  Proclaim  a  Fail,  and  fet  Naboth  on  high 
"  among  the  People  j  and  fet  Two  Men, 
"  the  Sons  of  Belial,  before  him,  to  bear 
"  Witnefs  againfl  him,  faying.  Thou  didfl 
"  blafpheme  God  and  the  King,  and  then 
*^  carry  him  out,  and  ftone  him,  that  he 
"■'  may  die.     And  the  Men  of  the  City, 
"  even  the  Elders  and  Nobles,  who  were 

«*  the 


[31  ] 

«  the  Inhabitants  of  his  City,    did  as  ^e-^ 
"  zchel  had  lent  unto  them,  and  as  it  was 
"  written  in  the  Letters  which  fhe  had 
"  fent  unto  them  j  they  proclaimed  a  Fafl, 
"  and  fet  Naboth  on  high  among  the  Peo- 
<'  pie  (Jurely  tbcfe  Elders  mid  Nobles, 
though  Gentlemen  of  figure  and  f  O^tunr, 
mujl  have  been  very  sad  Dogs,    or  they 
could  never  have  been  concerned  info  'wicked 
and  vile  an  ABion)    "  and  there  came  in 
"  Two  Men,    Children  of  Belial   (to  be 
fare  Gentlemen  of  fx^WCl  and  fortune,  or 
elfe  they  would  not  have  been  credible  Wit- 
nefTes)    "  and  fat   before  him,    and  the 
*'  Men  of  Belial  witnelTed  againft  him, 
"  even  againft  Naboth,  in  the  Prefence  of 
"  the  People,    faying,    Naboth  did  blaf- 
"  pheme  GoA  and  the  King.     Then  they 
"  carried  him  forth  out  of  the  City,    and 
"  ftoned  him  with  Stones,    that  he  died. 
"  Then  they  fjnt  to  Jezebel,  faying,  A''^- 
"  both  is  dead.     And   it  came  to    pafs, 
"  when  Jczt'bcl  heard  that  Naboth  was 
**  ftoned,  and  was  dead,  that  Jezebel  faid 
''  to  Alab,    Arife,    take  Poftcffion  of  the 
''  Vincy:.ii-d  oi Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  which 

"  he 
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"  he  refufed  to  give  thee  for  Money  :  For 
"  Naboth  is  not  alive,    but  dead.     And  it 
"  came  to  pafs,    v^hen  Ahab  heard  that 
"  Naboth  was  dead,   that  Akab  rofe  up  to 
"  go  down  to  the  Vineyard  of  Naboth  the 
"  Jezreelite^    to  take    PofTefTion    of   it." 
Here  we  have  a  glaring  Inftance  of  the 
Pei-verfion  of  Laws  (made  for  the  Prefcr- 
vation  of  the  People)    to  fpill  the  Bleed y 
and  invade  the   Property  of  an  innocent 
Man.      Naboth^    whofe    Property   Ahab 
could  not  pofTefs,  without  being  firftyc^r- 
felted  by  an  Offence  againfl:  the  Laws,    is 
legally y    yet  unjujlly  accufed ;    legally^  yet 
iinjujlly  tried  before  Judges,    flffiH32H2i- 
SM^Mda.  Gentlemen  of  figure  and  f 0^ 
tunc ;    legally^  yet  unjujlly  convicted  upon 
the  Evidence  oifalfe  WitneJfeSy  Gentlemen 
of  f  igniT  and  f  otuiic  j  and  legally,    yet 
unjujlly,    condemned   and  executed,    and 
his  Vineyard  legally,  yet  unjujlly    confif- 
cated.      But   this  wicked    Perverfion    of 
Law   coft   both  Ahab  and  'Jezebel  very 
dear.    The  Injuries  of  Nabcth  cried  aloud 
for  Vengeance  to  the  Gop  of  Vengeance. 
The  Cries  were  inflantly  heard,   and  Eli- 

iah 
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jah  was  inflantly  commiffioned  to   pro- 
nounce  the  fatal  Sentence.     "  And  the 
«'  Word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the 
-  Tifibite,    faying,    Arife,    go    down  to 
<<  meet  Abab  King  of  Jfrael,   which  is  m 
*'  Sa?nana  :  behold  he  is  in  the  Vineyard 
*'  of  Naboth,  whither  he  is  gone  down 
''  to  poflefs  it.     And  thou  fhalt  fpeak  un- 
<'  to  him,    faying,  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
"  Haft  thou  killed  and  alfo  taken  PolTef- 
"  fion,  and  thou  fhalt  fpeak  unto  him, 
*'  faying,    Thus  faith   the  Lord,  In  the 
"  Place  where  the  Dogs  licked  the  Blood 
<'  of  Naboth,  (hall  Dogs  lick  thy  Blood, 
«  even  thine.     And  Abab  faid  to  Elijah, 
*'  Haft  thou  found  me,    oh  mine  Ene- 
"  my  ?    and  he  anfwered,    I  have  found 
«'  thee :    Becaufe  thou  haft  fold  thyfelf  to 
*'  work  Evil  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord,  be- 
*'  hold  I  will  bring  Evil  upon  thee,    and 
«'  will  take  away  thy  Pofterity,    and  will 
*'  cut  off  from  Ahab  him  that  pifteth  a- 
««  gainft  the  Wall,  and  him  that  is  fhut 
"  up  and  left  in  Ifrael.     And  will  make 
"  thine  Houfc  like  the  Houfc  o^  Jeroboam 
"  the  Son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  Houfe 

''  of 
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**  of  Baafia  the  Son  of  Ahijah,  for  the 
"  Provocation  wherewith  thou  hnft  pro- 
*'  voked  me  to  Anger,  and  made  Ifrael 
*'  to  fin.  And  oi  Jezebel  alfo  fpakc  the 
*<  Lord,  faying,  The  Dogs  fliall  eat  Je- 
"  zebel  by  the  Wall  of  Je-zreel :  him  that 
*'  dieth  of  Ahab  in  the  City,  the  Dogs 
**  fhall  eat,  and  him  that  dieth  in  the 
«  Field  fhall  the  Fowls  of  the  Air  eat." 

There  are  fome  Circumflances  in  this 
Story  well  worth  Obfervation.  Firjiy  It 
appears  by  the  Manner  of  the  Narration, 
that  Ahab  was  ignorant  of  this  hellilTi 
Contrivance  againft  the  Life  and  Property 
of  Naboth ;  for  Jezebel  promifes  to  give 
him  Naboth\  Vineyard,  and  flic  writes 
the  Letters  in  Ahab\  Name,  and  feals 
them  with  his  Seal ;  and  when  flie  bids 
him  take  PofTt-fTion,  to  encourage  him  to 
do  fo,  fhe  tells  him,  for  "  Naboth  is  not 
alive  but  dead" ;  whereby  it  appears,  that 
Ahab  knew  nothins:  of  the  Matter  'till 
Jezebel  acquainted  him  with  it.  And  yet 
we  fee,  the  Death  of  Naboth  is  made  Part 
of  his  Crime;  God,  when  he  commands 

Elijah^ 
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Elijah,  laying  that  to  his  Charge,  Haft 
thou  (fays  God)  killed,  and  alfo  taken 
Pofleflion  ?     then   follows  the  Sentence. 
So  it  is  plain,  that  God  judged  Ahab, 
though    not  the  Contriver  of  the   Plot 
againft   Naboth,    equally  gtiity  with  Je- 
zebel who  was  J  becaufc  by  an  inexcufable 
Neglect  of  his  Duty,  in  the  high  Office 
of  a  King,  he  fuffered  the  regal  Poiver, 
with  which    he  was    intiufted,    for  the 
Good  and    Prefeivation  of   his  Subjedts, 
to  be  ufurpcd  by  a  ^iicked  Woman,  and  by 
lier  employed  in  the  DeftruEiion  of  an  in- 
nocent Man. 

Secondly,  The  Place,    where  God  or- 
ders Elijah  to   pronounce   the    Sentence 
upon  Ahah,  defervcs  Obfervation ;   it  was 
Naboth\   Vineyard,      the    very    Spot    of 
Ground  which  he  had  unjujlly,    though 
leirally  ufurped.     By  which  Circumjlance, 
God  fccnis  to  denote  his  particular  Dif- 
pleafure  againft   brcajions   upon  Property, 
iKAvcvcr  gloiTcd  over  by  Forms  of  Laiv, 
and  judicial   Prccjcdings ;     as   if  by   this 
dreadful   Sentence,     pronounced   with  To 
i',  rcraaLk- 
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remarkable  a  Circumftance,  He  intended 
to  flrike  a  greater  Terror  into  all  the  Kings 
of  the  Earth  for  the  future. — God  grant 
that  nil  Kings  and  Princes  may  take  Warn- 
ing from  the  fid  Examples  of  David  and 
Aljiib. 

Thus  I  have  fhewn  what  a  dangerous 
Symptom  to  thefe  great  Privileges  it  would 
be,  if  a  Judge  fliould  ever  endeavour  to 
deprive  the  Majority  of  the  People  of 
their  Right  of  giving  their  Teftimony,  in 
all  Caiifcs  whatever  J  by  confining  the 
Credibility  of  Wiiiiejfes  to  Gentlemen  of 
^rigni'C  and  j-Cgriinc  only.  The  egregious 
Folly  and  Wickedncfs  of  this  DoStrine  of 
Number  and  Condition,  I  hope  I  have 
clearly  evinced,  both  from  Reason  and 
Scripture. 

If,  therefore,  the  Time  ihould  ever  ar- 
rive, when  a  Judge  fliall  attempt  to  /;/- 
fiuence  and  mi  [guide  the  Judgements  of  a 
7//;v,  l-.y  dirccftina;  them  to  take  Notice, 
in  a  Q?A\\z  bctu  ccn  the  Crown  and  the 
iSubjccl,  rlvat  the  vVitneiTes  on  the  Side  of 

the 
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the  latter  are  but  Ten,  or  fo  manyi  and 
that  they  are  only  Farmers  and  Trades- 
people -y  but  that  the  Witnefics  on  the 
Side  of  the  former  are  Fifteen,  or  fo 
many  more  than  thofe  of  the  Subjed:^ 
and  that  many  of  them  are  Gentlemen  of 
figure  and  fortune  :  or  if  by  any  A^:  of 
Partiality,  he  Hiall  endeavour  to  rob  the 
Subject  of  his  juft  Rights,  or  to  aired  his 
Life  ;  KNOW,  the  gcod  People  have  a  Ile- 
medy  againR  that  Judge,  which  they  may, 
and  doubdefs  will  apply  ;  and  that  too  in 
Time,  before  fuch  M(i::i?7is  prevail,  and 
get  fo  far  a-head,  that  they  will  be  giov.  n 
too  po^JoerfuU  by  Cujlom  and  Vainiliarity^ 
to  be  redrefied  by  the  Application  of  Con- 
fiitutknal  Lenilrces.  Evils  of  tlrlb  kh:J 
ought  to  be  nipped  in  the  Bud.  ii  is 
therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  the  iiijiircd 
Subjects  will,  in  the /ir/i  InftaiKc,  in  ihc 
very /ir/l  Inlfance,  fiy  for  Rccircfs  and  Vvo- 
teftion  to  their  Reprelhitatives  in  j'ar/ut- 
ment,  wliofe  Ears  will  bj  ever  open  to 
their  Comphtuils,  and  v.Iiole  Jlecirfs  w ill  be 
ever  difpolcd  to  redrefs  their  (nievances, 
and  to  rellue  them  out  of  the  Hands  oi 
fuch  a  JuJgc. 

E  2  Bcfjr: 
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Before  the  Commons  of  Gre^t-Bri- 
TAIN  let  them  charge  him  with  the  dan- 
gerom  and  deJlruSlhe  Do6lrine  of  Num- 
ber and  Condition  ;  or  with  any  other 
flagrant  Ad  of  Partiality.  Before  them 
let  them  prove  their  Allegations;  and 
they  need  not  doubt,  that  the  Zeal  of 
their  faithful  Reprefentatives  will  vote  him 
guilty  of  an  High  Crime  and  Mi/demeanor -^ 
that  fuch  Refolution  would  be  followed 
by  an  Impeachment  -,  and  when  he  is  found 
guilty  by  the  House  of  Lords,  they  may 
naturally  exped:  that  his  ConviSlion  will  be 
fucceeded  by  Addrejfes  to  the  ^Throne,  from 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  to  remove 
him  from  his  High  Office,  and  a  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  to  ccjiffcate  his  Eftate, 
and  to  imprifcn  or  banijh  him  for  Life. 

And  let  Posterity  (for  whofe  Be- 
nefit I  write)  confider,  feriouily  confider 
what  follows.  That  though  fuch  Beha- 
viour in  a  Judge  at  firft,  fliould  affca  only 
a  Few,  or  even  a  single  Perfon  ;  let  not 
the    many  MiIUgju  of  freeborn   Subjecfs 

imagine. 
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imagine,  becaufe  they  are  not  immediately 
opprefTed  by  that  one  Cafe^  that  therefore 
they  are  not  concerned-,  and  fo  fink  into  a 
fhameful  zx\di  fatal  Supine nefs.  The  moft 
fuccefsful  Way  to  enflave  a  free  People, 
is  to  undermine  and  betray  gradually, 
the  Conjiitutions  upon  which  their  Free- 
dom is  built.  And  this  Way  will  pro- 
bably be  taken,  by  thofe,  who  lift  in  the 
Caufe  oi abfolute  Power;  and  if  they  2xzncl> 
early  oppofed  in  their  treajonable  PraBices 
againft  the  People ;  they  will  foon  make 
too  great  a  Progrefs  to  be  oppofed  at  all. 
Though  the  People  in  general  are  not  im- 
mediately affeded  by  the  Abufe  of  Autho- 
rity,  in  the  Inftancc  of  a  fmgle  Perfon,  yet 
they  are  really  and  ejj'entially  concerned ; 
fince  the  Cafe  of  that  one  lingle  Perfon 
m;iy,  and  certainly  will  (without  timely 
Prevention )  become  the  Cafe  of  the  whole 
Body  Politick,  and  of  every  Individual  be- 
longing to  It.  Let  then  the  whole  Na- 
tion, if  but  a  fingle  Perfon  fliould  lodge  a 
well  grounded  Complaint  againft  fuch  a 
Jud2:e,  make  his  Caufe  th^ir  own  ;  and, 
with  uniied  llcarls  and  Hands,    join  with 

him 
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him  in  his  Application  to  the  Legiflature, 
to  bring  that  Judge  to  condign  Funifiment, 
Thus  fhall  they  convince  Men  in  Power, 
that  ALL  the  undermini?2g  Arts  of  Trea^ 
chery,  will  be  as  vain  and  ineffectual  againfl 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,    as  the  open 
and  violent  AJfaults  of  former  Times  have 
been .     Thus  fhall  they  tranfmit  their  Me- 
mories to  their  Pojierity,  as  dear,  illuftri- 
ous,  and  facred,  for  prefcrving  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  their  Country,    by  their 
Wijdom  and  Vigilajice,  as  thofe  of  our  Fore- 
fathers are  to  the  prefent  Generation,    for 
having  delivered  them  down  to  us  by  their 
Courage  and  ConduB* 
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